Procedure for Filiné a Religious Exemption to the
Required lllinois Immunizations Requirements
Diocese of Rockford

Updated July 2022

. Parents requesting exemptions for their children from required immunizations must complete an
lliinois Certificate of Religious Exemption fo the Required lllinois Immunization form. This form is
available at: Certificate of Religious Exemption Form (illinois.gov), on the Diocese of Rockford
website at: www.ceorockford.org/miscellaneous-forms or at any Diocesan school. Forms must
be completed thoroughly and include specific reasons why the parent is requesting the

exemption. If the space provided is not sufficient, extra pages may be attached. A separate form
is required for each child applying for an exemption.

. The parent takes the completed form to their child's medical care provider who must inform the
parent about the'benefits and potential risks of having their child immunized. The health care
provider is required to sign and date the form.

. The parent submits the signed form along with a copy of his or her child's previous
immunization record (if there is one) directly to the student's school on or before
September 1, of the school year. The school will then forward it to Vito DeFrisco, Rockford

Diocese Superintendent of Schools, for approval on or before October 1, of the school
year.

. The Superintendent of Schools will review the form and decide whether a waiver will be issued.
If additional documentation is needed for a decision to be made, the student's school will
contact the parent directly. Once the exemption has been approved by the School
Superintendent, the approval letter will be mailed directly to the parent and a copy will be sent to
the principal of the school the child attends. This copy should be placed in the child's health file.

. The above application process for a religious exemption MUST be repeated ONLY in the years
that a child is required to receive immunizations (grades K, 6, 9, and 12).



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING

ILLINOIS CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION
TO REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS AND/OR EXAMINATIONS FORM

. F'aren'ts ar Iegal guarmans who are rnquuslln J a rellglaus BXEM plmn o |n’|mumzat|0ns or examlnatmns must use
this form For sfudents entering kindergarten, sixth, ninth or twelfth grades,

s Aseparate lorm must be used for gach chlld with a religious exernption enrolled to enter any public, charter,
privata or parochial preschool, kindergarten, slemantary or secondary school,

+  This farm may not be used for exemptions from immunizations andfor examination for personal or philosaphical
ressons, lllinoiz law does nat allew tor such exemptions. (See excerpts below from Public Act 089-0244 anacted
August 3, 2015 at page bottom.)

When use of this form becomes requlregd: October 16, 2015

. Ccmp}ele the Farent!@uardlan sechons 1.~.rh|ch include key |nf|::rrr|at||::n ahDut the student and the sch:}ul the
studert will be enterng, and the immunizations or examinations for which religious exemption is being requested.
Provide a staternent of relinlous bellef{s) for sachyascination/examination requested

«  The form must be signed by the child‘s parent or legai guardian AND the child's health care provider” responsibla

. Submlt the completad farm o local schaok authurll‘; o of belareg Qotober 150 of the schac? year, or by an earlier
enrollment date established by a school district.

* The 10ca| schoot authorlt'y’ is reapunsmle for determlning whether the mfcurmatmn supplied on the Certificate of
Religious Exempllon lo Required Immunizalicns andfar Examinations Form constitutes a valid religious abjection.

¢ The local school authority shall inform the parent or legal guardian, at the time that the exemption is presanted, of
exclusion procedures, should there be an outbreak of one or more diseases from which the student is not
pratecled, in acoordance with tha llinais Department of Pullic Health {1IDPH) ruies, Contrel of Communicable
Disaases Coede (77 1. Adm. Code 620,

+ Exempting a child from health, dental, ar eye examination does not exempt the child from participation in the
program af physical edication tralning grovided in Section 27-3 through 27-7 of the lllinpis School Code [105 ILCS
B/27-5 through 105 ILCS 3/27-7). A separate requosl for axemptien from physical educalion, if desired, would noed
ta be presented.

Excerpt from Puklc Act 095-0249 enacted August 3, 2015:

Childran of parents or legzal guardians who object to health, dental, or eye examinatlons or any parl theresd, or o mmunizations
ar to visicn and hearing screening tosts on refigious grownds shall net be required to undergo the examinations or imrmgmnizations
if the parenis or legal puzrdlans present 1o the appropate lacad schoal authority a signed Certificata of Religious Cxemption
detailing the grounds far chjectlon and the speclflc immunlzallons and for examinations (o which they oblect. The grounds for
objecticn rmust set forth the specific religious beliofis] that conflict with the examination, immunization, or other modical
imterventicn. The certillcate will be signed by the parent or legal guardian to confirm their awareness of the schaal's excluslaon
palicies in the case of a vaccine preventahle disease outbreak or exposure, The certificate most also be sipned by the child's
health care provider responsible for performing the child's exarmination far ontry into kindergarten, sikth or ninth grade. This
sipnature alfrms that the provider educated the parent or legal guardian about the benefits of immuaaization and the health risks
totho student and to the cormmunity from the communicable diseaseas lor which Immunlzation is required infllinais,

Tae rellglous objection provided need not be directed by the tenets of an astablished religious organization, Howsever, general
philesophical er maral reluctance to allow physical examinalions, @ye examinations, Immunizations, vislan and hearlng screenlng
of crental examinations will not provide a sufficient basis for an exception to statutory requirements. The local schoel authority is
responsible for delermining I the conlent of the Certificate of Religious Cxemption canstitutes a valid relighous objection.

The local school authority shall infarm the parent or |ogal guardizn of exclusion procedures in accordance with IDPH's rles,
Control of Communicable Diseases Code (77 1 Adm, Code 690] at the time the ohieclion & presenied,




ILLINDIS CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS EXEMPTIGN
TOREQLIRED IMMUNIZATIONS AND/OR EXAMINATIONS FORM
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To recelve an exemption to vaccinationfexamination, a patant or legal gquardian must provide 2 statarment datailtng the rellgious
heliefs that prevent the ehild from rﬂcmumg ua-::h mqulmd schnnl 'ura-:;c|r|.ﬂf,|uns|fexamlnat|m1| humg mquustad
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Slgnaturﬁ of parent or legal guardlan {reguired) Date

Provision of information: | have provided the parant or legal guardian of the student named abave, wilh Informallon regarding 7) the
ragquirad examinations, 2} the benefits of immunization, and 3) the frealth risks to the student and (o e comimunily fram the
connrumicabla diseases for which immunization is reguived in INinois. | undorsiard that my signaturs oply raffocts ihaf this
informatign was provided, | ant not sffirming the parent or legal guardian's refigious beliefs rgarding any examingtion, Immunization o
frnunizing Bgent.

|
!
]
i COMPLETE THISSECTION |

Health Cane Provider Rames:

Sigrraiure of health care provicer™ Address:

{ata; Telephone #:
_[Must be within 1 vear priof to school entry}

*Haalth cang provider responsible for peforming child's neatth examinstdon includes physicians licensed to praciice medicing in all of its
brznches, advanced practice nurses, ar physiclan assislanis.



