
Marian Central 
Catholic High 
School Dual 
Credit Program



What does it mean to 
take a Dual Credit 
Course?

When you take a Dual Credit course, you are 
taking it at Marian Central, but the courses 
and curriculum are McHenry County College’s.

This means that you are a taking a college 
course… and are earning college credit!



* improves college readiness,
* is affordable, and
* allows for college credit 
accumulation! 

Research Shows that Taking 

Dual Credit Courses…



Dual Credit vs AP Credit
Dual Credit Advanced Placement

Curriculum Provided by McHenry County 

College

Provided by College Board

Teachers Taught by Marian teachers that 

have completed at least 18 hours 

of Masters-level coursework in 

the subject area.

Taught by Marian teachers with 

3+ years of teaching 

experience, some of which 

have completed training with 

the College Board… but not 

required.

College 

Credit

Student must earn a C or better 

in the course, then the credit can 

be transferrable to other 

colleges.

Student must take an end-of-

the-year AP exam and earn a 

3, 4, or 5 on the exam for 

students to possibly earn 

college credit. 

Cost McHenry County College bills 

Dual Credit students $25 per DC 

course. 

(2026 typical cost for a 3 -credit 

course 

MCC ~ $381

NIU ~ $1,218

The AP exam cost is built into 

Marian’s tuition and fee 

structure.



What Dual Credit Courses 
are Available at Marian?

For the 2026-27 school 
year, the following dual 
credit courses are available 
for Marian students…

Department Course Credits

Business Business Communications ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

Introduction to Business ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

Introduction to Entrepreneurship ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

Principles of Management ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

English Comparative Literature & 

Composition

1 credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

Mathematics General Statistics 1 credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

College Algebra 1 credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

College Algebra and Trigonometry 1 credit @ Marian; 5 credits w/MCC

Calculus AB w/ Analytic Geometry I 1 credit @ Marian; 5 credits w/MCC

Social 

Sciences

US Government ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

AP US Government & Politics ½ credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC

International Relations 1 credit @ Marian; 3 credits w/MCC



Frequently 
Asked 
Questions…



What is Different about 
Taking a Dual Credit 
Course at Marian?

✓You are treated as a college student
✓ No late work accepted

✓ No remediations for low assessments

✓You receive both a Marian and MCC syllabus,      
thus are held accountable for BOTH sets of 
academic and behavioral standards

✓The grade you earn in the dual credit course at 
Marian will be the grade recorded with MCC… which 
means that the grade will become part of your 
collegiate GPA at MCC.



How does awarding high 
school and college credit 
work?

High School Credit: High school credit at Marian is earned when a student in a dual credit 
class earns a 65% or better in the course.

College Credit: College credit is awarded through MCC when a student in a dual credit 
class earns at least a C or better in the course.



How is Billing 
Handled with MCC?

Students are billed a $25 course fee as soon as they are 
recorded on the MCC roster.

• Bills are viewed and paid online in the MCC “Self 
Service” account. Payment can also be made over the 
phone – 815-455-8588

Students identified as a “Free & Reduced Lunch” student 
through FACTS should not pay their fee, and an MCC 
Foundation sponsored payment will be applied to their 
accounts.

**Marian does NOT handle MCC billing issues. 

If you have an outstanding balance with MCC, they will NOT 
release the student’s transcript to any prospective colleges.



How does my student get his college-level 
transcript sent to prospective colleges?

When your student takes a dual credit course at Marian, in partnership with 
McHenry County College (MCC), your student is considered a college student at 
MCC. If the student needs a transcript sent to a prospective college, 

Request Your Official Transcript Online

Cost: $8.40 per transcript

Method of payment: Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express

Official transcripts can be ordered through the National Student Clearinghouse »

Request Your Official Transcript In Person @ MCC

Cost: $8.40 per transcript

Method of payment: cash, check, credit card

Visit Registration A258

*** Please refer to the MCC website for links and most up to date fees.



Will the Credits Transfer to other 
Colleges and Universities?

➢ ALL dual credit classes we offer in partnership with MCC will transfer to MCC.

➢ MOST will transfer to other colleges and universities within the state of Illinois.

➢ SOME have been able to be transferred to out-of-state schools, but there have been 
instances where the credits were not accepted.

➢ It is ALWAYS best for the student to reach out to their desired institution to make 
sure the course credits will transfer!

➢ In addition, please note that although most college and universities do NOT 
apply the student’s earned GPA from the dual credit course(s) they have taken in 
high school, there are a few! Included in that possibility are almost all medical 
and law schools, who require transcripts from EVERY college the student has 
ever attended.



Thank you

If you are looking for more information, 
feel free to reach out to the Guidance 
Department or Dean of Curriculum at 
Marian Central Catholic High School.
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